
 
 

GUAM  EPIDEMIOLOGY  NEWSLETTER 
REPORT FOR WEEK ENDING: 1/10//2009 (Reporting week 2009-1) 

 
GUAM REPORTS 

GUAM ACUTE RESPIRATORY INFECTION SURVEILLANCE, 2009;
NUMBER OF PATIENTS SEEN IN THE GMHA-ED BY WEEK SEEN
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GUAM SYNDROMIC DISEASE SURVEILLANCE
GMHA-ED PATIENT DIAGNOSES BY WEEK FOR 

CALENDAR YEAR 2009
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MEDICAL RECORDS AND INFECTION CONTROL  DEPARTMENTS
GUAM  MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY

HOSPITAL INPATIENT DISCHARGES WITH A DIAGNOSIS OF 
PNEUMONIA BY WEEK DISCHARGED, 2009
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GUAM  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  SYSTEM
DAILY PERCENT OF STUDENTS ATTENDING, 

JANUARY 2009
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             Data from GPSS compiled by Marie Luarca, CPHO Office, Guam DPH&SS 
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PREVENTIVE MEDICINE DEPARTMENT
U.S. NAVAL HOSPITAL GUAM

PNEUMONIA CASES SEEN IN GUAM MILITARY TREATMENT FACILITIES 
BY WEEK REPORTED, 2009
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GUAM  ANIMAL  DISEASE  (ZOONOSES)  REPORTS 
REPORTS RECEIVED FOR THE WEEK ENDING 1/10/2009 

   NONE REPORTED 
   
      GUAM  SENTINEL PHYSICIAN INFLUENZA SURVEILLANCE 

REPORTS RECEIVED FOR THE WEEK ENDING 1/10/2009 
 SPORADIC – 4 cases reported    

 
 
 
REGIONAL NEWS                                                     
 China has an estimated 4.5 million cases of people with TB, the 2nd largest  
number of TB cases in the world after that of India, and is struggling with high 
numbers of drug-resistant TB which are costly and difficult to treat. Levels of drug-
resistant TB in China are nearly twice the global average and almost 10 per cent of 
cases are resistant to the most effective 1st-line drugs, a recent study has shown.  
Regular TB requires a 6 to 12 months course of treatment, but many patients tend to 
give up because of side effects or inconvenience.  This increases the risk that they 
may develop MDR-TB (multi-drug resistant TB) and require stronger drugs which are 
very expensive or may be unavailable.                                                         
[Adapted from a recent  ProMED news release. <http://www.promedmail.org>]                            
 Guam has adopted the DOT (Directly Observed Therapy) program which 
aims to insure that patients with active TB take their prescribed medicines on 
schedule and that they complete their planned therapy.  The DOT program helps 
prevent TB from spreading to others and decreases the risk of drug resistance or 
treatment failure resulting from erratic or incomplete treatment. Unfortunately, 
because the DOT program is labor-intensive and expensive, it is a tempting target 
when budget cutting may be necessary. 
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