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WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

AND

SECRETARIAT OF THE PACIFIC COMMUNITY

2nd REGIONAL EPINET WORKSHOP 

PPHSN PREPAREDNESS FOR
INFLUENZA & OTHER POTENTIAL THREATS LIKE DENGUE AND SARS
(7-11 June 2004, Noumea, New Caledonia)

TENTATIVE OBJECTIVES 

The revised tentative objectives of the workshop are:

1. To update Pacific Island countries and territories (PICTs) on the current knowledge of epidemiology and public health impact of influenza and control options.
2. To update PICTs on recent outbreaks of highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) especially in Asia and human public health implications of these outbreaks including possible emergence of pandemic strains.

3. To review the current status of development of influenza pandemic preparedness plan in PICTs and discuss possible public health measures that can be implemented in PICTs.

4. To discuss and propose the outline of epidemiological methods for influenza disease burden assessment in order to allow the PICTs to review their health policies and priorities, and allocate appropriate resources to establish adequate regional and national programme on influenza.

5. To discuss and propose feasible influenza surveillance and response systems for both human and animal in PICTs.

All the above objectives will also aim at finalizing components of PPHSN Guidelines for Influenza and Influenza Pandemic Preparedness Guidance (including country pandemic preparedness checklist).

6. To discuss and plan the development of national and regional infection control strategies that are contextually relevant and applicable for PICTs to better address emerging and re-emerging communicable diseases. This includes:

· an update and discussion on the development process of the PPHSN Regional Infection Control Network and its Terms of Reference.

· an update and discussion with PPHSN member countries and working partners on the status of preparedness of PICTs to manage highly infectious diseases (e.g. SARS).

7. In the perspective of DEN-3 threat, to share and discuss successful dengue control experiences and strategies that can be adapted and adopted by PPHSN member countries.

8. To update PICTs on the Western Pacific Regional Committee meeting resolution for measles elimination (and rubella control) and the suggested indicators used to assess a region’s/country’s measles control status with a focus on surveillance performance.

9. To update PPHSN member countries and working partners on the plan to increase capacity of PPHSN LabNet to facilitate the efficiency and relevance of surveillance and control of influenza, dengue, measles and other PPHSN priority communicable diseases.

10. To discuss the integration of the proposed new IHR within the PPHSN framework.
11. To update PICTs on and discuss the outputs of the 10th PPHSN Coordinating Body meeting.
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