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Abstract
Passive, active, and syndromic disease surveillance, together with disease registries and surveys, are undertaken by the 
Guam Department of Public Health and Social Services to provide a rational basis for decision making by health care 
officials.  Each of these activities serves a unique purpose in the process of detecting and confirming or disproving the 
presence or extent of disease on the island and evaluating the effectiveness of control measures. (PHD, 2005 Vol 12 No 2 
Pages 121 - 126)

Introduction
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Disease Surveillance on Guam

 In addition to a 

Current practices
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Annual morbidity summaries are provided to national 
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EpiInfo 6

times to determine if a disease outbreak may or may not 

REC   DAY    WEEK     YEAR DIA GAS RESP ASTH CPOX RASH FLU CON TOTAL ADMIT 
----  --- ---- ---- --- --- ---- ---- ---- ---- --- --- ----- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
1785  SUN     15  2005    0      5     14       1           0        0        0       0     69          7   
1786  MON    15  2005    0      2       9       0           0        0        0       0     56        16   
1787  TUE     15  2005    0      4     11       3           0        0        0       1     68          8   
1788  WED    15  2005    0      1       1       1           0        0        0       0     51        12   
1789  THU     15  2005    0      2       7       2           0        0        0       0     56        12   
1790  FRI       15  2005    0      2       7       2           0        0        0       0     75        17   
1791  SAT     15  2005    0      3       6       1           0        0        0       0     69        11   
1792  TOT     15  2005    0    19     55     10           0        0        0       0   444        83    

NOTE: Abbreviations used for field titles include DIA (diarrhea), GAS (gastroenteritis, 
enteritis, etc.), RESP (acute respiratory disease, URI, pneumonia, etc.), ASTH (asthma, 
COPD, etc.), CPOX (chickenpox), RASH (rash accompanied by fever), FLU (influenza or flu 
syndrome), CON (conjunctivitis), TOTAL (total number of patients seen in the ED), and 
ADMIT (number of patients admitted to hospital). 
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Discussion

References

Clearly some 

successfully instituted 
in metropolitan centers 

London will not be 
appropriate in the 

school of social ethics or of political responsibilty


