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1. Meeting Objectives 
 
The Objectives of the PICNet meeting were for member countries, Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) focal 
points to discuss IPC challenges and to create a collaborative platform to strengthen regional ownership to 
advancing IPC in the Blue Pacific.  Additionally, the PICNet technical working group presented the PICNet 
Strategic plan 2025-2030 and the updated technical working group terms of reference.  
 

The PICNet member countries discussed and made recommendations on priority IPC issues in the Pacific region 
on the following:  

• The progress on IPC activities in the Pacific 

• Improving safety climate - hand hygiene  

• Education and Research  

• Strengthening Healthcare Associated Infection (HAI) surveillance  

• Health emergencies- IPC Preparedness and Response 

• Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) prevention 

• PICNet Strategic Plan 2025-2030 
 

2. Key Sessions and Highlights 

Session 1: Opening & Updates 
Keynote Address: delivered by Mr Suranga De Silva, A/Officer In-charge WASH, UNICEF  

• WASH in Healthcare Facilities (WinHCFs): WASH is critical in preventing infections in healthcare settings; 
challenges include climate risks, infrastructure gaps, and funding shortages. The Pacific Islands has some 
noticeable challenges in implementing WinHCFs. There are barriers unique to Pacific due to high prevalence 
of climate induced risks as well as logistical bottlenecks due to geographical extent and diversity. 

o Progress in Fiji, Samoa, Tonga, and Vanuatu with WASH assessments and upgrades.  
o Recommendations: costed roadmaps, climate-resilient infrastructure, increased investment, and 

staff training. 
 
Updates on PICNet Program activities 

• Developed Pacific hand hygiene guidelines and training resources. 

• The first PICNet Technical Working Group (TWG) meeting was held in June 2024 - update TWG Terms of 
Reference and development of PICNet 2025–2030 strategic plan. 

• Created IPC regional monitoring dashboard.  

• Supported 20 IPC focal points in completing the Foundations of IPC course. Challenges: limited leadership, 
funding, and formal IPC roles. 

 

Session 2: Improving Safety Climate – Hand Hygiene 

Country Highlights: 

• Samoa: Hand hygiene compliance rose from 50% to 61% after training and audits. 

• Marshall Islands: Compliance improved from 25.5% to 50.2%. 

• Pacific Hand Hygiene Guidelines finalized for rollout. Regional compliance improved from 48.4% to 64.3% 
across three audits. 

• Recommendations: Governments to make hand hygiene a national indicator, endorse national programs. 
Development partners to fund infrastructure, training, and monitoring. 
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Session 3: IPC Education & Research 

• Foundations of IPC Course: have made a significant contribution to enhancing IPC competencies among 
healthcare professionals, the PICs requested further training support. Highly valued; challenges include poor 
internet and lack of devices. Recommendations: offline learning, mentorship, digital access support. 

• Emergence of carbapenem-resistant organisms (CRO) is a significant threat to healthcare in low- and middle-
income countries like Fiji. The rise of CRO, resistant to critical antibiotics like carbapenems, highlighted the 
need to introduce a new screening protocol highlighting the need to invest in IPC and HAI surveillance, 
strengthen laboratory and genomic capabilities, prioritize CRO prevention, enhance hand hygiene programs, 
formalize IPC roles and education, and expand training and surveillance across PICTs 

• Regional IPC Monitoring Dashboard available on the Pacific Data Hub: Tracks compliance with WHO 
minimum IPC requirements; needs independent verification. 

 

Session 4: HAI Surveillance 

• WHO introduced HAI Readiness Survey aligned with Global IPC Action Plan and Monitoring Framework 
(GAP-ME) (2024-2030) to evaluate healthcare-associated infection (HAI) surveillance at both national and 
healthcare facility levels against WHO recommendations. 

• HAI surveillance systems are underdeveloped across the region. Only half of the countries with IPC programs 
had clearly defined and adequately funded budgets. 

• Existing international case definitions for HAI surveillance are complex and resource-intensive for many 
countries. Training can address technical gaps, but broader systemic readiness issues remain. 

 
Country Case Studies: 

• Vanuatu: SSI rate reduced from 11.5% to 5% after interventions. 

• Solomon Islands: SSI surveillance implemented; challenges in data collection and follow-up. 

• Recommendations: Strengthen national HAI systems, data sharing, and lab capacity. 
 

Session 5: Health Emergencies & Preparedness 

• Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network (GOARN) provides technical support to countries experiencing 
public health event due to various threats including disease outbreaks, food safety, zoonosis, etc. 

• GOARN encouraged Pacific countries to join, to access resources. 

• Joint External Evaluation (JEE):  
o JEE is a voluntary, comprehensive assessment tool that evaluates a country’s capacities in line with the 

International Health Regulations (IHR). It complements the State Party Self-Assessment Annual Report 
(SPAR), which is mandatory. 

o IPC is a critical component in both emergency responses and routine healthcare delivery, and it links 
closely to antimicrobial resistance AMR efforts. 

o Tonga shared JEE experience; progress in IPC, establishing Surgical Site Infection (SSI) surveillance, 
formal IPC training for staff nurses, WASH-fit assessments, and improved waste management in 
hospitals. Key priorities include expansion in HAI surveillance (SSI, CAUTI, blood stream infections) and 
create operational IPC plans at district hospital level. 
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Session 6: IPC & AMR 

• Carbapenem Resistant Organisms (CRO) 
o Inadequate environmental cleaning contributes to transmission of CRO’s and HAIs. 
o Fiji introduced enhanced environmental cleaning protocol to reduce CRO outbreaks. 

• Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus (MRSA) 
o Vanuatu: MRSA cases have increased, with 14% of MRSA cases in 2024 alone (first 3 weeks).  
o The Vila Central Hospital IPC team and management collaborated on the following areas: Laboratory, 

Surveillance, Enhanced IPC Precautions, Antimicrobial Stewardship (AMS), and Education & 
Communication to manage outbreak. 

o Recommendations: Invest in IPC programs, strengthen AMR action plans, enhance antimicrobial 
monitoring, improve HAI surveillance, and ensure better WASH (Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene) in 
healthcare facilities. 

 

Session 7: PICNet Strategic Plan 2025–2030 

• The PICNET technical working group had been convened to develop strategic plan for PICNet. The first 
technical working group meeting took place from 5th to 7th June 2024 in Nadi. 
o PICNet members endorsed the Terms of Reference for the PICNET Technical Working Group. 
o PICNet strategic plan: endorsed unanimously; structured around: 

• Education: Develop training materials, support digital learning. 

• Workforce: Strengthen IPC leadership and career pathways. 

• Advocacy: Promote IPC awareness and secure political commitment. 

• Data & Research: Enhance surveillance and research capacity. 
 

3. Key Regional Recommendations (summary)  

• Update IPC monitoring dashboard with evidence verification. 

• Roll out Pacific Hand Hygiene Guidelines. 

• Standardize environmental cleaning and disinfection protocols. 

• Strengthen AMR surveillance and laboratory capacity. 

• Support IPC education, research, and digitalization. 
 

4. National-Level Recommendations 

• Integrate WASH, IPC, and AMR programs. 

• Formalize IPC roles and career pathways. 

• Strengthen HAI surveillance and IPC education. 
 

5. Development Partner Recommendations 

• Fund IPC programs and infrastructure. 

• Support capacity building, genomic testing, and digital systems. 
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Annex 1: Agenda 
 
SPC/PHD/PPHSN PICNet3 Informal 1 

 Provisional Agenda 
 

PACIFIC COMMUNITY 
 

STRENGTHENING REGIONAL OWNERSHIP AND REVITALIZING IPC  
IN THE BLUE PACIFIC 

7-10 April 2025, Tanoa International Hotel, Nadi, Fiji 
 
 

OBJECTIVES OF THE MEETING AND PROVISIONAL AGENDA 
 

 
The purpose of the PICNet meeting is to provide a platform to strengthen Infection Prevention Control (IPC) 
capacity in the Pacific Islands Countries and Territories (PICTs) through dialogue on the implementation of the 
core components of IPC, in-country technical support and training in IPC. 
 
Meeting Objectives  

The main objectives of the PICNet meeting are for member countries discuss IPC challenges and to create a 
collaborative platform to strengthen regional ownership to advancing IPC in the blue Pacific.   The PICNet 
technical working group will share the PICNet Strategic plan 2025-2030.  The following themes will be discussed:  
 

• Progress on the IPC activities in the Pacific 

• Improving safety climate - hand hygiene 

• Education and Research 

• Strengthening Healthcare Associated Infection (HAI) surveillance  

• Health emergencies- IPC Preparedness and Response 

• Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) prevention 

• PICNet Strategic plan 2025-2030 
 
Expected Outputs 

• Endorsement of PICNet Strategic plan 2025-2030 and Technical Working Group (TWG) terms of reference. 

• Decisions, points and recommendations in the following areas: 
o Improving safety climate - hand hygiene 
o Education and research 
o Strengthening HAI surveillance 
o Health emergencies- IPC preparedness and response 
o IPC and AMR prevention. 
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 Monday 7th – Tuesday 8th April 2025:  
Leadership and Management – workshop - Attendance compulsory for Member countries 
 

DAY 1: Meeting Agenda Wednesday 9th April 2025 
 

Time Item Description 
Session 
Facilitator 

Designation & Organisation 

Start End     

8.00 8.30  Registration Secretariat Pacific Community (SPC) 

Session 1 Opening and Devotion Chair  

8.30 9.15 

1.1 Prayer Ms E. Giouba Nauru 

1.2 Keynote Address and Opening Mr S. De Silva 
A/Officer In-charge WASH, 
UNICEF 

1.3 Remarks from the Secretariat 
Dr S. 
Motofaga  

Team Leader, Clinical Services 
Program, Public Health 
Division, SPC  

9.15 9.35 1.4 Updates on PICNet Recommendations Ms M. Leong IPC Advisor, SPC 

9.35 10.00 1.5 Questions and Answers (Q & As) Chair Samoa 

10.00 10.30  Tea Break and Photo session Official Photo All delegates 

Session 2 Improving Safety Climate - Hand hygiene 

10.30 10.45 2.1a 
Country updates: Hand hygiene program 
implementation- Samoa 

Mrs J. Levaai  
 

Principal IPC Officer  
Rehabilitative & Clinical 
Support Services, Ministry of 
Health, Samoa,  

10.45 11.00 2.1b 
Country updates: Hand hygiene program 
implementation- Republic of the 
Marshall Islands 

Ms. L Snoddy 
IPC Focal Point, Ebeye Hospital, 
Marshall Is 

11.00 11.15 2.2 Pacific hand hygiene program updates Ms M. Leong IPC Advisor, SPC 

11.15 11.45 2.3 Discussions and Recommendations Chair Tonga 

Session 3 IPC Education and Research 

11.45 12.15 3.1 

Country Experience post learning (FIPC 
course) 
 
PICTs (1st cohort) evaluation feedback 

Ms E. Giouba 
 
Ms M. Leong 
Mr L. Varea 

Country Experience post 
learning (FIPC course) 
 
IPC Advisor/ Monitoring and 
Evaluation Database Officer, 
SPC  

12.15 12.30 3.2 IPC In-Service Education Program 
Ms Y. 
Samisoni 

Asst. Director Nursing – IPC 

12.30 13.00 3.3 Discussions and Recommendations Chair Samoa 

13.00 14.00  LUNCH 
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DAY 1: Meeting Agenda Wednesday 9th April 2025 Cont’d 
Time Item Description Session Facilitator Designation & Organisation 

Start End     

14.00 14.20 3.4 
Carbapenem Resistant surveillance at 
the CWM hospital Fiji 

Mr S. Kumar 
Manager Clinical Governance, 
Toomey Tamavua Hospital, Fiji 

14.20 14.35 3.5 
Infection Prevention and Control; 
Science and the Challenges 

Dr E. Buadromo 
Team Leader, Laboratory 
Strengthening Program, SPC. 

14.35 14.55 3.6 Regional IPC Monitoring Dashboard 
Ms M. Leong  
Mr L. Varea 

IPC Advisor/ 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
Database officer, SPC 

14.55 15.30 3.7 Discussions and Recommendations Chair Samoa 

15.30 15.45  
Afternoon Tea 

 

Session  4 Healthcare Associated Infection Surveillance 

15.45 16.10 4.1 WHO - HAI Surveillance Readiness Survey Dr Z. Li 
Technical Officer – IPC WHO, 
Manila 

16.10 16.25 4.2 
Bloodstream Infection surveillance in 
Saipan 

Ms N. Fernandez Saipan- IPC focal point 

16.25 16.55 4.3 
Surgical Site Infection Surveillance – 
country updates, Vanuatu, Solomon 
Islands 

Ms A. Mathias 
 
Mr. B. Holara 

National IPC Coordinator, Vanuatu 
 
IPC officer – National Referral 
Hospital, Solomon Islands 

16.55 17.30 4.4 Discussions and Recommendations Chair Samoa 

End of day 1 

 
 

DAY 2: Meeting Agenda Thursday 10th April 2025  
Time 

Item Description 
Session 
Facilitator 

Designation & Organisation 
Start End 

8.20 8.30  Opening Prayer; Recap of Day 1 Chair Samoa 

Session 5 Health Emergencies- IPC Preparedness and Response 

8.30 8.50 5.1 
Global Outbreak Alert and Response 
Network (GOARN) 

Dr P. 
Zimmerman 

GOARN Focal Point, Australasian 
College for Infection Prevention 
and Control/Senior Lecturer, 
Griffith University 

8.50 9.10 5.2 
Joint Evaluation Exercise (JEE) and 
International Health Regulations 

Dr N. Mahmoud 
Team Coordinator, Pacific Health 
Security & Communicable 
Diseases, WHO 

9.10 9.25 5.3 JEE Country experience on IPC Dr. A Mahe 
Communicable Disease Section 
Public Health Division,Tonga  

9.25 10.00 5.4 Discussions and Recommendations Chair Samoa 

10.00 10.15  Morning Tea Break 

Session 6 IPC and AMR prevention 

10.15 10.35 6.1 
Environmental Cleaning Practices to Curb 
the Carbapenem Resistant Organisms 
Outbreak in CWM Hospital, Fiji 

Ms A. Datt 
A/Team Leader, IPC, CWM 
Hospital, Fiji 

10.35 10.55 6.2 MRSA Outbreak – Vila Central Hospital Mrs A. Magnes National IPC, Vanuatu 
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Time 
Item Description 

Session 
Facilitator 

Designation & Organisation 
Start End 

10.55 11.30 6.3 Discussions and Recommendations Chair Tonga 

Session 7 PICNet Strategic Plan (SP) 2025-2030 

11.30 11.40 7.1 TWG Terms of Reference Chair 
PICNet Technical working Group 
– Chair (TWG) 

11.40 12.00 7.2 Presentation on PICNet Strategic Plan Chair PICNet TWG 

12.00 12.30 7.3 Discussions and Recommendations Chair Tonga 

12.30 13.30  Lunch 

Session 8 DISCUSSION OF RECOMMENDATIONS 

13.30 15.00 8.1 
Key Decision Points and 
Recommendations 

Chair, PICNet 
PICTs 

(Closed Door meeting) 

15.00 15.30 8.2 Presentation of Recommendations Chair Samoa 

15.30 16.00 8.3 Closing of 3rd PICNet Meeting Chair Samoa 

16.00 16.30  Afternoon Tea Break 

End of Meeting 
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Annex 2: Meeting Recommendations 

 
In a closed meeting session, the IPC Focal Points and member countries of the PICNet deliberated on the final 
recommendations. The recommendations were subsequently presented to the plenary meeting during the 
afternoon session. 
 
AT THE REGIONAL LEVEL 

1. Update the Regional IPC Monitoring Dashboard, which will include verification of evidence, to the meeting 
the minimum IPC requirements. 

2. Provide IPC capacity-building and training including supporting countries with the Foundations for IPC 
course for the development of IPC expertise in the region. 

3. Strengthen hand hygiene program through the roll out of the Pacific Hand Hygiene guidelines 
4. Strengthening the development of HAIs and healthcare worker safety surveillance systems and monitoring 

of IPC indicators, 
5. Provide advocacy support for political commitment and policy for IPC to ensure enforcement of the 

minimum requirements for IPC programmes, including legal frameworks. 
6. Support IPC research and including presenting at international forums/conferences. 
7. Standardize regional environmental cleaning and disinfection standards  
8. Develop screening protocols for multi-resistant organisms. 
 
AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL 

1. Strengthen collaboration between WASH, IPC and AMR teams. 
2. Support IPC capacity building by providing access to essential learning resources, such as laptops with 

internet connectivity, and allocating protected study time. 
3. Strengthen hand hygiene programs across referral hospitals. 
4. Strengthen systems for HAIs and healthcare worker safety surveillance.  
5. Participate in WHO’s regional survey on Global IPC Action Plan and Monitoring Framework (2024-2030) 

and Healthcare HAI Surveillance Readiness at National and Facility Levels in 2025, to generate country and 
pacific region’s specific action plans and monitoring framework to support the implementation and 
monitoring of PICNet strategy. 

6. Recognize IPC roles as senior positions and career pathways within the Ministry of Health 
 
EDUCATION and RESEARCH  

1. Support IPC education for IPC focal points and liaisons in the following areas: 
a. Foundations for IPC course including accessibility by providing offline learning options and 

downloadable course materials to accommodate participants with limited internet access  
2. Support hand hygiene auditor training. 
3. Support IPC research based on country needs. 
4. Endorsement to publish regional research data. 
 
HEALTHCARE ASSOCIATED INFECTION SURVEILLANCE  

1. Strengthen surveillance systems for HAIs through standardized protocols and data collection tools. 
2. Strengthen laboratory capacities, particularly microbiology and genomic testing to better manage AMR 
3. Support a regional hub to improve communication and coordination on AMR surveillance and 

specimen handling. 
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TWG TERMS OF REFERENCE and PICNet STRATEGIC PLAN 

1. Technical Working Group – Terms of Reference:  Endorsed 
2. PICNET Strategic Plan: Endorsed  
 
FOR DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS: 

1. Support funding for national and healthcare facility level IPC programs. 
2. Support IPC education and capacity building. 
3. Support digitalization to improve HAI surveillance systems. 
4. Support laboratory capacity and genomic testing to better manage AMR. 
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Annex 3: List of Participants 
 
 

CORE MEMBERS / MEMBRES STATUTAIRES 
 
American Samoa Ms Jo-An Clemente 
Samoa américaines Infection Control Nurse 
 LBJ Tropical Medical Center 
 P858+X4G, Faga’alu, Eastern Districk 96799 
 Pago Pago, American Samoa  
 Tel: (684) 256-5941 
 Email: jo.clemente@lbj.as 
 
Cook Islands Ms Viliama Maria George 
Iles Cook Registered Nurse/Midwife 
 Ministry of Health 
 P.O. Box 109 
 Avarua, Rarotonga.  
 Tel: (682) 51114 
 Email: viliama.gorge@cookislands.gov.ck 
 
Fiji Ms Lydia Andrews 
Fidji Manager Clinical Governance/IPC Focal Point 
 Ministry of Health and Medical Services  
 Box 2223 Government Buildings 
 Suva, Fiji 
 Tel: (679) 9999705 
 Email: lydia.andrews@health.gov.fj 
 
Federated States of Micronesia Ms Margaret May Baekalia 
États fédérés de Micronésie Acting Program Manager National  
 Microbiologist 
 FSM Department of Health Services 
 P.O. Box PS 70 
 Palikir, PNI 96941 
 Tel: (691) 3208300 
 Email: mbaekalia@fsmhealth.fm 
 
French Polynesia Dr Rémi Mayan 
Polynésie française Infectious Disease Specialist & IPC Coordinator 
 Ministry of Health 
 Rue du Commandant Destremau, immeuble LO 
 BP 2 551 - 98 713 Papeete-Tahiti 
 Tel: (689) 40466182 
 Email: remi.mayan@administration.gov.pf 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jo.clemente@lbj.as
mailto:viliama.gorge@cookislands.gov.ck
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Kiribati Ms Toata Titaake 
 Principal Nursing Officer 
 Tungaru Referral Hospital 
 Ministry of Health & Medical Services  
 P.O. Box 268 Bikenibeu Tarawa 
 Tel: (686) 730 26487 
 Email: titaaketoata@gmail.com 
 
Marshall Islands Ms Lilieta Frances Snoddy 
Iles Marshall Infection Prevention & Control Focal Point 
 Ebeye Hospital 
 Ministry of Health and Human Services  
 P.O. Box 16 Majuro 96960 
 Tel: (692) 455 0657 
 Email: lilisnoddy@gmail.com  
 
Nauru Ms Elizabeth Qiouba 
 Acting IPC Manager 
 Ministry of Health and Medical Services,  
 Yaren District 
 Republic of Nauru Hospital 
 Tel: (674) 5573923 
 Email: queda26@gmail.com 
 
New Caledonia Mr Jean-Baptiste Gaumery 
 Public Health Nurse 
 Service de Santé Publique 
 Direction des affaires sanitaires et sociales 
   de la Nouvelle-Calédonie 
 7 av. Paul Doumer cedex 
 Tel: (687)  859071 
 Email: jean-baptiste.gaumery@gouv.nc  
 
Niue Ms Laumalie Lito 
 Registered Nurse, IPC focal Point 
 Niue Department of Health 
 Niue Foou Hospital, Kaimiti 
 Tel: (683) 4100  
 Email: tofilaunorm1414@gmail.com 
 
Northern Mariana Islands Ms Nancy Dumpit Fernandez 
(Commonwealth of the)  System Infection Control & Prevention 
Îles Mariane du Nord CNMI/Commonwealth Healthcare Corporation 
(Commonwealth des) P O Box 85 GRB 
 Saipan, MP 96950 
 Tel: (670) 285-9059 
 Email: nancy.fernandez@chcc.health 
 
 
 

mailto:titaaketoata@gmail.com
mailto:lilisnoddy@gmail.com
mailto:queda26@gmail.com
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Palau Ms Kimberly Tmilchol 
 Nurse Manager 
 Bureau of Hospital Services  
 Ministry of Health & Human Services 
 PO BOX 2021 
 Tel: (680) 7752175 
 Email: kimberly.idip@palauhealth.org 
 
Papua New Guinea Mr Peter Pindan 
 National IPC Lead 
 PO Box 807, Waigani, NCD 
 Port Moresby 
 Tel: (675) 7049132 
 Email: ppindan3@gmail.com 
 
Samoa Ms Joyce Roache-Levaai 
 Principal Officer, QA-IPC 
 Quality Assurance and Infection Control Division 
 Ministry of Health,  
 Motootua, Private Bag 
 Apia 
 Tel: (685) 68161 
 Email: joyce.levaai@health.gov.ws 
 
Solomon Islands Mr David Holara 
Iles Salomon IPC Officer 
 National Referral Hospital 
 Ministry of Health & Medical Services 
 PO Box 349 
 Honiara 
 Tel: (677) 7281001 
 Email: DHouhola@nrh.gov.sb  
 
Tonga Dr Ana Mahe 
 Medical Officer, Communicable Disease Section  
 Public Health Division 
 P.O. Box 59 
 Nuku'alofa 
 Tel: (676) 7702469 
 Email: anaukimuli@gmail.com 
 
Tuvalu Ms Malisa Manuelia Lopati 
 Rehabilitation Physiotherapist 
 Princess Margaret Hospital 
 Ministry of Health 
 Funafuti 
 Tel: (688) 7115151 
 Email: patiellalopati@gmail.com 
 
 

mailto:kimberly.idip@palauhealth.org
mailto:ppindan3@gmail.com
mailto:joyce.levaai@health.gov.ws
mailto:DHouhola@nrh.gov.sb
mailto:anaukimuli@gmail.com
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Vanuatu Ms Agnes Mathias 
 Acting National IPC Coordinator 
 Ministry of Health,  
 Private Mail Bag 9009 
 Port Vila Vanuatu 
 Tel: (678) 7786716 
 Email: magnes@vanuatu.gov.vu 
 

 
PARTNER AGENCIES /AGENCES PARTENAIRES 

 
AUSTRALIA / AUSTRALIE 
 
Australasian College of Infection  Ms Kristie Popkiss 
Prevention and Control (ACIPC) Past President - ACIPC 
 General Manager Clinical Governance 
 St John of God Health Care 
 Perth, Australia 
 Tel: (61) 0419959388 
 Email: Kristie.Popkiss@sjog.org.au 
 
 Dr Peta-Anne Zimmerman 
 Graduate Infection Prevention and Control Program 
 School of Nursing and Midwifery, Griffith University 
 Infection Control Department 
 Gold Coast Hospital and Health Services 
 Tel: (61) 7 555 28780 
 Email: p.zimmerman@griffith.edu.au 
 
 Dr Matt Mason 
 Lecturer, Nursing  
 Academic Lead: Work Integrated Learning 
 School of Health 
 UniSC 
 Tel: (61) 7 5456 5191    
 Email: mmason1@usc.edu.au 
 
Doherty Institute Ms Donna Cameron 
 Infection Control Consultant 
 Microbiological Diagnostic Unit Public  
 Health Laboratory 
 Doherty Institute, University of Melbourne 
 Tel: (61) 3 8344 3574 
 Email: donna.cameron@unimelb.edu.au 
  

mailto:magnes@vanuatu.gov.vu
mailto:Kristie.Popkiss@sjog.org.au
mailto:p.zimmerman@griffith.edu.au
mailto:mmason1@usc.edu.au
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Pacific Regional Infectious  Dr Susan Jain 
Disease Association (Prida) Principal Advisor IPC, PRIDA 
 c/- Petrus Advisori 
 Level 1/17 Bolton St 
 Newcastle NSW 23100 
 Australia 
 Tel: (61) 421630198 
 Email: susan.jain@health.nsw.gov.au 
FIJI / FIDJI 
 
Pacific Eye Institute  Ms Sereima Vatuvatu 
 Clinical Quality Assurance Advisor 
 Fred Hollows Foundation, New Zealand 
 Pacific Eye Institute 
 Brown Street Suva 
 Tel: (679) 9313390 
 Email: Svatvatu@pei.org.fj 
 
UNICEF Mr Suranga De Silva 
 WASH Manager 
 United Nations Children’s Fund 
 360 Victoria Parade 
 Suva, Fiji 
 Tel: (679) 3300439  
 Email: sudesilva@unicef.org 
 
 Ms Milika Nabulivula 
 WASH Officer 
 United Nations Children’s Fund 
 360 Victoria Parade 
 Suva, Fiji 
 Tel: (679) 9815626 
 Email: mnabulivula@unicef.org 
 
Fiji National University Dr Pragya Singh  
 Head of School Public Health & Primary Care  
 Fiji National University 
 P.O. Box 3722 Samabula 
 Suva, Fiji 
 Tel: (679) 3394000 Ext 3822 
 Email: hos-phpc@fnu.ac.fj 
 
GUAM  
 
Pacific Islands Health Officer Dr Vasiti Uluiviti 
Association (PIHOA) Regional Laboratory Coordinator 
 Pacific Island Health Officers Association (PIHOA) 
 414 Soledad Avenue, Suite 906 
 GUAM 96910 
 Email: vasitiu@pihoa.org 

mailto:susan.jain@health.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Svatvatu@pei.org.fj
mailto:sudesilva@unicef.org
mailto:mnabulivula@unicef.org
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NEW ZEALAND / NOUVELLE-ZELANDE 
 
Waikato District Health Board  Ms Ann Marie Whitfield 
 Associate Nurse Director, IPC 
 30 Alexandra St Hamilton 3204 
 Auckland, New Zealand 
 Tel: 021 1905133 
 Email: Ann.Whitfield@waikatodhb.health.nz 
 
PHILIPPINES 
 
World Health Organization Dr Zhao LI,  
 Technical Officer,  
 Infection Prevention and Control (IPC)  
 Maternal Child Health, Quality and Safety (MCQ)  
 Division of Health Systems and Services (DHS), WPRO 
 Ground Floor, Building 3 1003 Manila Metro  
 Philippines 
 Tel: (63) 2 8528 9762 
 Email: liz@who.int 
 

OBSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS 
FIJI / FIDJI 
 
Aspen Medical Mrs Yvette Samisoni 
 Clinical Team Leader, Infection Prevention and Control 
 Aspen Medical, Lautoka Hospital 
 Lautoka, Fiji 
 Tel: (679) 9185399 
 Email: yvette.samisoni@gmail.com 
 
Tamavua Hospital Mr Savniel Kumar 
 Manager Clinical Governance 
 Tamavua Hospital 
 Ministry of Health & Medical Services 
 88 Amy Street, Toorak,  
 Suva, Fiji 
 Tel: (679) 9456056 
 Email: savnielk11@gmail.com 
 
Colonial War Memorial Hospital Mrs Ashlyn Datt 
 Acting Team Leader, IPC  
 Colonial War Memorial Hospital 
 Ministry of Health & Medical Services 
 Brown street,  
 Suva, Fiji 
 Tel: (679) 9421842 
 Email: ashlyndatt25@gmail.com 
 
 

mailto:Ann.Whitfield@waikatodhb.health.nz
mailto:liz@who.int
mailto:yvette.samisoni@gmail.com
mailto:savnielk11@gmail.com
mailto:ashlyndatt25@gmail.com


PPHSN PICNet Meeting 2025  Summary Report 
Page 21 
 

SECRETARIAT 
 
 Dr Silina Motofaga 
 Team Leader, Clinical Services Program  
 Public Health Division  
 SPC Suva Regional Office 
 Private Mail Bag 
 Suva, Fiji 
 Tel: (679) 3233 003 
 Email: silinam@spc.int 
 
 Mrs Margaret Leong 
 Infection Prevention & Control Advisor 
 Public Health Division  
 SPC Suva Regional Office 
 Private Mail Bag 
 Suva, Fiji 
 Tel: (679) 3370733 ext  35534 
 Email: margaretl@spc.int 
 
 Dr Eka Buadromo 
 Team Leader,   
 Laboratory Strengthening Program 
 Public Health Division  
 SPC Suva Regional Office 
 Private Mail Bag 
 Suva, Fiji 
 Tel: (679) 3370733 ext  35377 
 Email: ekab@spc.int 
 
 Ms Sunema Talapusi 
 Biomedical Advisor 
 Public Health Division  
 SPC Suva Regional Office  
 Suva, Fiji 
 Tel: (679) 3370733 ext  35591 
 Email: sunemat@spc.int 
 
 Mr Lalomilo Varea 
 Monitoring & Evaluation Database Officer 
 Public Health Division  
 SPC Suva Regional Office  
 Suva, Fiji 
 Tel: (679) 3370733 ext  35514 
 Email: lalomilov@spc.int 
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 Ms Anastasia Mataika 
 ICT Technician 
 Operations and Management Division 
 SPC Suva Regional Office 
 Private Mail Bag 
 Suva, Fiji 
 Tel: (679) 3370733 ext. 35470 
 Email: anastasiam@spc.int 
 
 Ms Timaleti Rokotavaga 
 Finance and Administration Assistant  
 Public Health Division 
 SPC Suva Regional Office 
 Private Mail Bag 
 Suva, Fiji 
 Tel: (679) 3370733 ext  35309 
 Email: TimaletiR@spc.int 
 
 Ms Evlyn Mani 
 Information and Communications Officer 
 Public Health Division 
 SPC Suva Regional Office 
 Private Mail Bag 
 Suva, Fiji 
 Tel: (679) 3370733 ext  36222 
 Email: evlynm@spc.int  
 
 Ms Elise Benyon Kamisan 
 Data Processing Officer 
 Public Health Division  
 Pacific Community 
 B.P. D5 98848 Nouméa Cedex 
 Noumea, New Caledonia 
 Tel: (687) 262000 Ext 31164 
 Email: EliseB@spc.int 
 
 Ms Camari Serau 
 Rapporteur 
 Fiji Islands 
 Tel: (679) 2835601  
 Email: camari.serau@gmail.com 
 

_________________ 
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